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STUDY GUIDE

SERIES: THE GOOD LIFE:
“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS”

SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 5:9

Opening

Spend some time talking about the word blessed. Remember, we said the word can mean something
like flourishing. How has living according to Jesus’ teaching caused you to flourish? Think about your
relationships, your emotional life, your nearness to God, your outlook on life? Discuss some specific ways
these teachings have come alive to you in fresh ways.

Reflection Questions

1) Read Matthew 5:9. Look at the word peace. The Jewish concept of peace (Hebrew: shalom) involves
complete wholeness and fulfillment. We might say, “life as it’s supposed to be.” What might it look like to
bring this peace into every area of our lives: family, friendships, workplace, neighborhood, campus, etc.?

2) Notice Jesus said peacemaker and not peacekeeper. What might be the difference? List some ways
peacemaking is different from peacekeeping. How have you experienced genuine peacemaking in your life?

3) The opposite of peace is chaos. Where do you personally see chaos, and what would it look like for you
to work for peace in that environment?

4) Matthew 5:43-45 offers us a clue behind the meaning of “they shall be called sons of God.” Read
the passage and discuss how peacemaking might relate to being sons of God. How is God the
Ultimate Peacemaker?
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SCRIPTURE

Write which passage of scripture you are reading.

OBSERVATION

What is this text saying? What is the context? How does it fit with the verses before and after
it? Are there any commands or instructions?

APPLICATION

How can you apply this verse to your life? What does this mean today? What is God saying
to you?

PRAYER

Respond to the passage in prayer. Ask God to help you apply this truth to your life and spend
some time listening to what He may be telling you.




