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FAITH THAT WORKS

TEXT: JAMES 5:7-12 

OPENING

Describe a time when you had to wait for something significant in your life. What was that process like? 
How did your prayers change? What did that time reveal in your own heart? 

QUESTIONS

Read James 5:7–12  
1) James uses the farmer analogy to describe what waiting should look like. Why is this an important 
example of waiting? What fruit are you waiting for right now? How are you tempted to take matters into 
your own hands instead of trusting in the Lord?   

 
 
 

2) What does it mean to establish your hearts as we wait on the coming of the Lord (v. 8)? What does an 
unstable heart look like? How might an established heart help us wait and patiently endure? Do you truly 
live expecting the Lord to return?   
   

 
 
 

3) Where do you find yourself impatient right now — with God, others, or circumstances? What might it 
look like to “wait like a farmer”?    

 
 
 
 

4) James connects waiting patiently with grumbling (v.9). How do these two things 
relate to one another? What does grumbling with one another reveal about our hearts?

 
 
 

5) James calls our attention to the prophets and Job who waited and endured (vv. 10-11). How can we 
learn from their example? Who in your life has modeled patient endurance well?  

  

 



S .O. A . P.  M E T H O D
Use this tool to study God’s Word

SCRIPTURE
Write which passage of scripture you are reading.

OBSERVATION
What is this text saying? What is the context? How does it fit with the verses before and after 

it? Are there any commands or instructions?

APPLICATION
How can you apply this verse to your life? What does this mean today? What is God saying 

to you?

PRAYER
Respond to the passage in prayer. Ask God to help you apply this truth to your life and spend 

some time listening to what He may be telling you.


